ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

A LETTER FROM

FATHER VINCENT

SO ALSO FAITH
OF ITSELF,
IF IT DOES NOT
HAVE WORKS,
IS DEAD.
~ James 2:17

Beloved parishioners,
One of the most challenging messages in scripture comes to us from
the letter of James in the second chapter where he, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, says “faith, if it does not have works, is dead.” I believe that message
resonates with us today, as we begin our journey to provide a new home
and worship space for our parish family. James’ words have helped inspire
the campaign committee and me to select the theme for this project,
Faith in Action. We must align our beliefs with our works if this project is
to be fruitful.
Throughout the years our parish community has and continues to grow in
numbers and strength. Today we have more than 1,300 families registered
in our parish with 700 children in our religious education program. Our
sacramental life is flourishing with Marriages, Baptisms, First Communions,
Confirmations, as well as adults joining the Catholic Church. Also, our
ministries and parish groups continue to grow. On a daily basis, our church
and parish facilities are used by our families for prayer, bible study, and
social outreach. Finally, the city of Cleveland is expanding with new homes
and many new families moving in and joining our parish community.
For these reasons and many others, we are moving forward with our
Capital Campaign Faith in Action to build us a new home. The following
pages will outline for you both the master plan for our parish family and
the first phase of the journey. As your pastor, I ask you to do three things.
• First, pray and immerse yourself in our Faith in Action campaign. Pray
our campaign prayer daily, learn as much as you can so that you can be
an ambassador, and bring the message to our parish family.
• Second, give of your time and talents to Faith in Action by joining one
of our volunteer committees.
• Third, when you are ready to put your Faith into Action with a financial
pledge, do so with joy, knowing your gift will honor God and inspire
others to make theirs.
Together we can do all things through Christ, Jesus and I am honored to
be a part of this journey along with you. May God bless you and may his
Spirit guide you in placing your Faith in Action in this campaign project.
Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Fr. Vincent Alexius, SVD
Pastor
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Our Challenge
Why Are We Moving Forward with
a Master Plan?
Scripture reminds us that without a vision, the people
perish (Proverbs 29: 18). As responsible stewards of what
God has entrusted to us, we must continue to look to
the future of our growing parish community.
Our parish family has outgrown our current church, and
our property does not provide the possibility for the
growth that we need.
Even if the current church facility could be expanded,
we would not be able to address the other needs of
our parish; for example, parking, space for children in
religious education, parish group meetings, and general
meeting space.

Our Faith Response
Following a comprehensive study, and prayerful
consideration, parish leaders, staff, and parishioners,
have decided to move forward with the first phase
of our master plan. Our parish-wide capital
campaign, Faith in Action, will help raise the
necessary funds to construct a new church/
multipurpose building.
For St. Mary’s to be successful in this effort, all
parishioners will be asked to put our Faith in Action
and make a sacrificial gift of prayer, time, talent, and
financial resources.
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The Master Plan
With any project of this size and magnitude, St. Mary’s will
partner with our Bishop and the Diocese of Beaumont for
help and guidance along with our pastor and parish leaders.
We will place this project under the direction of the Holy Spirit
and rely on Mary, our patron and mother, to see us through.
The long-term plan for the development of St. Mary’s Parish
facility is as follows:

Phase 1
The first phase of St. Mary’s Master Plan is to develop,
construct, and furnish the new church/multipurpose building
on the Kirby Woods Drive property. This will allow us to
respond to our parish family’s immediate needs: more space
at our Masses, liturgies, celebrations, and gatherings.
The new 14,800 square foot worship space will increase our
current seating capacity of 200 people to 400. Additionally,
the space will be completely furnished with a sacristy, meeting
room for altar servers and ushers, men’s and women’s room,
cry room/bride’s ready room, two reconciliation rooms, space
for sound equipment, ample storage, and a mechanical room.
Please refer to the rendering for an initial layout guide and
additional details. Initially, the development will allow a parking
lot for 100 vehicles. As we continue onto the next phases of
the Master Plan, additional parking will be added.

Financing for Phase 1
Our capital campaign, Faith in Action, has a challenge goal
of $2,000,000. These funds will be added to parish savings,
monies in the parish building fund, and any additional grants
that our parish has secured. The level of success in this campaign,
supplemented by other sources of parish savings will allow
St. Mary’s, in consultation with the Diocese, to determine
the final scope of Phase 1 and the cost of the new church/
multipurpose building. Any loan from the Diocese will be
determined at that time. It is the Diocese of Beaumont’s policy
that a parish has half of the estimated project cost, in our
case $2.1 million, cash in hand to apply for a loan. Once the
$2.1 million is collected, the Diocese of Beaumont will provide a
loan to the parish to supplement the remaining funds needed
to move forward with construction. The loan from our diocese
comes from a fund that is made up of savings from other
parishes in the diocese. In essence, one church helps another
church to build and grow, similar to how the first communities
grew in the New Testament. Follow-up campaigns are
projected in the future to assist our parish with the cost of
construction and any loan repayment.
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Projected Cost Estimates:

Phase 1
Item
New Church/Multipurpose
Building Estimated Cost
Available Funds from
Building Fund

Cost
$4,200,000
$108,000

Campaign Challenge Goal

$2,000,000

Loan from the
Diocese of Beaumont

$2,100,000

Future Phases
Following the completion of the new church/
multipurpose building, the master plan calls
for the construction of a 2-story educational
building, pavilion, administration offices, and
eventually a new and permanent church.
Additional fundraisers and capital campaigns
will be needed to fund the future phases of the
master plan. This is a very natural process in the
evolution and growth of parishes. Throughout
the entire process, we intend to remain faithful
and transparent. By building responsibly our
parish will continue to flourish, minister, and
service to God’s people in our community.

Southeast View

Our Vision
Phase 1 Site Plan
Future Phases of
Master Plan

Our Vision
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Suggested Gift Plans
Total
Gift

10% Down
Payment

3 Annual
Payments

6 Semi-Annual 12 Quarterly
Payments
Payments

36 Monthly
Payments

Daily
Sacrifice

$100,000

$10,000

$30,000

$15,000

$7,500

$2,500

$83.33

$50,000

$5,000

$15,000

$7,500

$3,750

$1,250

$41.67

$25,000

$2,500

$7,500

$3,750

$1,875

$625

$20.83

$10,000

$1,000

$3,000

$1,500

$750

$250

$8.33

$8,000

$800

$2,400

$1,200

$600

$200

$6.67

$5,000

$500

$1,500

$750

$375

$125

$4.17

$4,000

$400

$1,200

$600

$300

$100

$3.33

$3,000

$300

$900

$450

$225

$75

$2.50

The gift plans in this brochure are provided as a suggested guideline when considering your pledge. All contributions to the campaign are fully
tax deductible for those who itemize their taxes. Please review the gift plans carefully and select one that fits your family’s financial situation.
Pledges are not legally binding, but rather the expression of your intent.

We Need Your

Special Generosity
Everyone is asked to be a part of this effort, but not
everyone is asked to give the same amount. The
above gift plan can be used as a guide in making your
decision. As a good steward, you are called to reflect
on the abundant gifts from God, to consider all the
ways your life has been blessed, and to return to God
in the same measure that He has given to you; to help
provide the foundation for the future.
This campaign will need to receive gifts of all shapes
and sizes to be successful. It is vital to the success of
our campaign that those who are financially capable
of pledging $10,000, $25,000, $50,000 or more, step
forward and become leaders of our campaign.

As You Consider Your Pledge
• Pledge payments may be made over a period of
three (3) years.
• Down payments are significant in obtaining a loan,
therefore, families are encouraged to give an optional
10 percent or more down payment.
• Pledge payments are in addition to your regular weekly
offertory contribution. Your pledge payments to this
campaign will only be used for the specific parish needs
outlined in this brochure.
• Payment reminders and a corresponding payment
envelope will be mailed to you in accordance with the
payment plan you choose. Pledges will be held in the
strictest confidence.
• Pledge payments are fully deductible for tax purposes.
• Please make checks payable to: St. Mary’s Faith in Action.

In Deuteronomy 16:10 we are
reminded that “the measure of
your own free will offering should
be in proportion to the blessing
the Lord has bestowed on you.”
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Methods of Pledging
Pledges Via Cash or Check
Complete your pledge card by selecting the amount of your pledge
and down payment (optional, but encouraged). Make sure to select
your frequency of payment, i.e., monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or
annual payments. Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s Faith
in Action. Once completed, you may return your pledge card with
your weekly offering, or hand deliver or mail it to the parish office.
Any questions about the pledge card, please call the parish office
at (281) 592-2985.

Pledges Via Online Giving
To give online, visit stmarysclevelandtx.com and scroll down to the
Online Giving button on the left side of the webpage. If you choose to
give online, please return the completed pledge card with your name,
contact information, pledge information, and a note indicating online
giving to the parish office.

Gifts of Stock
Donors can use their own broker/agent or the parish agent to transfer
stock. If the stock has been held long-term (over one year), the donor
does not have to pay capital gains tax on the stock, and is allowed a
tax deduction for the full value of the stock. Donors may also choose
to sell stock in order to claim a loss, which may be beneficial for tax
circumstances. In either case, the stock must first be transferred to
the parish before being liquidated. Please contact the parish office for
more information.

Gifts of Property, Life Insurance, Annuities, Wills or Bequests
There are different ways to support St. Mary’s both today and in the
years to come via planned giving. Families or individuals can make gifts
of real estate, personal property, automobiles, life insurance, estate
bequests, annuities or charitable remainder trusts. For substantial
gifts of property other than marketable securities, the IRS requires an
appraisal. We recommend that you contact your tax professional for
such gift contribution advice prior to contacting the parish office.

Pledging in Memory or

Honor of a Loved One
Memorials are special ways of honoring
the people we love, whether they are
living or deceased. These memorials are
often made for a special intention or
in thanksgiving for blessings received
from God.
It is our hope to recognize everyone
who made a pledge to this campaign
regardless of the amount given. As the
campaign proceeds, more information
will be provided regarding gift
recognition.
If you have questions about pledging
or the campaign, please contact the
parish office at (281) 592-2985.

IRA Contributions
An IRA owner, age 70 1⁄2 or over, can directly transfer up to $100,000
per year to an eligible charity tax-free. This option can be used for
distributions from IRAs. Distributions from employer-sponsored
retirement plans, including SIMPLE IRAs and simplified employee
pension (SEP) plans, are not eligible.
To qualify, the funds must be transferred directly by the IRA trustee to
the eligible charity. Distributed amounts may be excluded from the
IRA owner’s income — resulting in lower taxable income for the IRA
owner. We recommend that you contact your tax professional for such
gift contribution advice.
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People Who Make it Happen
Many people contribute to the
life of our parish and provide the
vision for our future. Our deepest
gratitude extends to the members
of the Campaign Committee, who
have given the gifts of their time and
talents to make this project a success.

CAMPAIGN PRAYER

Dear God,
Heavenly Father,
Please awaken the Holy Spirit

within each of us
allowing us to put our Faith into Action
helping us to meet our fundraising task
ahead with Unity of your people,
Confidence that our goal is reachable,
Diligence to keep us moving forward,
the Desire to see it through
and the Blessed Assurance
that Your Spirit will Guide our steps to do
Your Will and not our own.
With Our Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Patroness of our parish,
we offer this prayer through Jesus Christ,
Our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
One God forever and ever.
~AMEN

And, of course, we could not have
been able to reach out to everyone
in our parish if it weren’t for the help
of our gracious and very dedicated
volunteers and parish staff.

THANK YOU!
FUNDRAISING CONSULTANT
Guidance In Giving, Inc.
Stewardship, Development & Campaign Consultants
P. O. Box 525 / Sayville, NY 11782
800-509-6054
www.guidanceingiving.com
ARCHITECT
Greg Turner
TurnerDuran Architects
333 Cypress Run Suite 350
Houston, Texas 77094
866-497-1040 • 281-497-1040
addressinfo@turnerduran.com
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Diocese of Beaumont
702 E. Houston
P.O. Box 816
Cleveland, TX 77328
Phone: (281) 592-2985
stmarycleveland01@att.net

